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candidate for the throne.    Russia was ever on the watch, lest      1851
Turkey should become too civilized to justify her interference.      -----
Reshid, Canning's chief hope, was an object of jealousy both ^T* 64 to the inferior ministers and to the Sultan. Reforms cost money, but the Turkish treasury was just then in sore straits, and salaries were reduced in every department. To make roads, build batteries, remove venal officials, and reform the taxation would necessitate a foreign loan, and usury is against the Mohammedan law. Canning perceived that to press the Porte further would only lead to his own disfavour and Reshid's retirement. Even Falmerston had become hopeless, and had warned Reshid (24 November, 1850) that he foresaw that the Turkish Empire was " doomed to fall by the timidity and weakness and irresolution of its sovereign and of his ministers, and it: is evident that we shall ere long have to consider what other arrangement can be set up in its place;" and Canning had at last admitted that " the great game of im- To Lord provement is altogether up for the present, and though I shall ^n^*' do my best to promote the adoption of separate measures, it SAP"1* is impossible for me to conceal that the main object of my slav' here is all but tt>;one." lie therefore paused and resolved to give the Government time to recover itself. He noted as a good sign the novel circumstance that the Sultan assisted in person at a Greek wedding, standing throughout the service, because " he had vowed never to sit when prayers were addressed to God," and positively eating Christian food cooked by Christian hands. No Sultan had never done so before, and Canning hoped the best from so tolerant a precedent. Before cxxxiv. leaving Constantinople in June 1852, "perhaps never to return," he once* more essayed to rouse the Sultan to active measures, and was assured in return that his Majesty would bestir himself, Nevertheless the Klchi left in sadness: he 22 June had attempted so much, and had attained comparatively so little, and he kneu" that his departure would be the signal for a return to the old order of things against which he had striven with all his might for ten laborious years. Yet he left Turkey the better for his work, his seed had not all. fallen on stony ground, and little harvests of good fruit were springing up in in* u-e than one quarter of the Ottoman territory. More-